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Mr. Wyatt, and Sir Thomas Palmer. In the meanwhile, till your
Majesty have returned to us your pleasure in this matter, I mean
to consult with the rest of your Highness's Council here, and to
advertise the general opinion of us all.
Beseeching your Majesty to give credit to Rogers in that which
he hath to declare in my behalf; touching as well my foresaid
opinion, as well as the misery that the French fortress now stand-
eth in (which is such that if the great revictualment now prepared
might be empeched, your Majesty should never need to besiege
the same). By this your Highness shall perceive your garrison
here hath done their duty to keep the fortress so short that the
enemy is driven with half a camp to revictual the same. The power
that they have assembled, as I hear, is their old band of Almains
{which be now not much above two thousand men) and as many
Picards or more, with five hundred men at arms.
For as much as this new fortress is an annoyful neighbor to your
Majesty's town of Boulogne and the county of the same (and that
if the enemy have commodity the next year to finish the same, the
difficulty will increase), I would wish that your Majesty should
besiege the same as timely as all necessaries may be prepared and
the time of the year is meet for men to lie in the field. The only
diflfrculty wherein, that I see, is the conveyance of victual hither
to Boulogne; for after the French King hath put his ships into the
seas, this can not be done without a navy. Your Majesty's only
means to win the fortress, as me seemeth, is to anticipate the
enemy in the field and to encamp so strongly in the strait in
divers places (trenched the one from the other) that no relief of
victual may pass: thus your Majesty can win the fortress by a
determination to famish the same, while in our strength of posi-
tion and entrenchments we hold off the enemy without having to
fight in the open. This, with trenches and a mount in every camp,
the nature of the ground considered, seemeth unto me feasable.
The great difficulty in all your Majesty's wars here hath ever
been of the lack of horsemen (of whom the service is either in
battle to encounter the like of the enemy, or to convey the victual).
In this case a small number may serve, considering that in my de-
vise (as it appeareth by my plat) our victual once landed is con-
veyed to us within the precinct of our camp, without danger of
other enemy but the fortress. Moreover, if the French King's
navy be not upon the seas, the victual may be landed with boats
within the creek of Portet (which is also within our camp). And
if your Majesty shall anticipate the enemy in the field (and con-